
Newton School Committee Meeting Minutes 
Education Center, Frazier Room (#210) 

June 22, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Present:     Chairperson Matt Hills, Vice-Chairperson Margie Ross Decter, Margaret 
Albright, Ellen Gibson, Diana Fisher Gomberg, Ruth Goldman, Angela    

                         Pitter-Wright, Steven Siegel  
 

 
Call to Order:  The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and noted that at              

5:30 p.m., prior to the meeting, the Student Assignment Working Group 
(SAWG) held the second public forum re: buffer zone recommendations. 

 
Superintendent Report 
 

 Superintendent David Fleishman introduced the Jingshan students and faculty and 
noted that this has been a longstanding and important partnership.  Day Middle School 
English teacher Steve Ford and METCO Counselor Melissa Wang spent four months 
in Beijing as advisors with this group and introduced the students who each spoke 
about their experiences. 
 
Discussion Student Assignment Recommendations 
 
A recommendation was presented on this topic at the last meeting and tonight was the 
second public hearing.  Deputy Superintendent/Chief Administrative Officer Sandy 
Guryan spoke about the various ways in which they involved the community for input in 
this topic.  They have been responding to various questions raised and will continue to 
do so.  A thorough Q & A with Committee members was raised.  Moving forward, the 
work will shift from the initial committee to the larger group that will be involved and that 
in itself will be challenging.   
 
Discussion:  Process for Superintendent Assessment 
 
This topic was taken up at the last meeting with the assessment subcommittee 
providing input on the process and a Q & A with the Committee.  Tonight they will 
review this again, seek additional questions and provide input. At the next meeting they 
will present their individual forms and the Chair & Vice Chair will then develop a 
composite.  It is expected to have the vote at the July 20th meeting. 
 
Discussion 2015-2016 Systemwide Goals 
 
The Chair explained that this is an opportunity for the Committee to provide input on 
this topic prior to the Superintendent’s summer retreat with his team where they will  
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develop these goals.  The draft will then be presented at the 7/20 School Committee 
meeting and a vote will be taken at the first meeting in September.  The 
Superintendent then reviewed some of the items discussed at the last meeting, when 
they reviewed the end of year goals and topics that will continue into next year both 
short and long term.  The Committee followed up with a Q & A. 
 
High School Start Time Update 
 
The Superintendent reviewed this topic, as Assistant Superintendent Cindy Bergan 
was not able to make the meeting.  He reviewed the material she prepared from the 
last meeting on this subject, which included a list of stakeholders that should be 
involved in this topic and the possibility of some work being done over the summer.  
Committee members provided input. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 


